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Share your knowledge. Make a difference. Get paid.




Watch the Sparks Fly!

TheLocalGuru.com Hosts 1stever Meet and Greet for Toronto Entrepreneurs

TORONTO, Ontario (Feb.7, 2005) – The Local Guru is delighted to announce today the first ever networking, a meet and greet for Toronto based members. 
This free and casual event will take place at Sutra Lounge (612 College St) on March 2nd.  The evening will feature the funky house tunes of DJ:TK, with catering courtesy of Dan Neylan. The Meet and Greet is generously sponsored by Amsterdam Brewery.
Launched in early 2005, The Local Guru is Canada’s first online networking tool for communities across Canada, tailored to the self employed entrepreneur.  Unlike a typical job posting site, the Local Guru aims to connect people with any viable skill from child care givers & counselors to mechanics & software developers with individuals in their area who require specialized services. 

The Local Guru is the brainchild of Toronto software developer, Geoff Whittington, whose company, Fireball Technology Group, created the software that runs the website. “We created this website to provide promotional tools for small business owners and individuals who are looking for new business or casual work and would not otherwise have access to this kind of marketing capability,” stated Mr. Whittington. 

Users simply visit www.thelocalguru.com to register their skills, availability, and an email address for free. Security measures are employed to ensure sensitive user information is never shared and to minimize spam.  Based on a simple, user friendly interface, The Local Guru welcomes user feedback to continuously improve the effectiveness of the site. 
Whittington came to the realization that there was a disconnect between skilled labour, urban professionals looking for and finding opportunities.  The Local Guru is all about helping people promote the skills they possess” he added.  “This event is about bringing together Toronto’s entrepreneurs in one room” he added.
 To date, there are about 600 users, mostly in the GTA and the membership keeps growing.  

The Local Guru is offering premium membership packages to members who attend the event at no cost. The premium membership allows users to post their own skill descriptions, network for other skills in their area, post testimonials, and create articles about their specialties.

“The workforce has greatly changed in recent years….People are not what they do; what they do is part of who they are” added Geoff Whittington. 

The recipe for a fun yet productive time is simple:  add a variety of talented people into one room, mix them about, and watch the sparks fly.

About the Local Guru.com
An IT professional, Geoff Whittington had a vision that the Internet could be a place for skilled people to connect.  As part of what is being called Web 2.0, thelocalguru.com is an organically growing site that encourages user feedback, harnessing the collective intelligence of those who use the website, in the spirit of open information exchange.  There are over 600 local guru members in the GTA, and growing. 
About Sutra Lounge

Toronto’s first tiki bar, is located at 612 College Street in the heart of Little Italy. The exterior heated patio, covered in sand and palapas umbrellas, was inspired by the architecture of the Mayan Riviera.
For more information, contact:

Publicist, Joey Gill:

PH: 416.929.9397

joeygill@hiconcept.ca
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